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Craigslea SHS Graduate 
Awarded QUT Excellence 
Scholarship

Craigslea SHS 2020 graduate, Zac 
Ravena, has been awarded the 
Queensland University of Technology’s 
(QUT) Academic Excellence Scholarship 
for 2021.

The $30,000 scholarship is QUT’s 
premier offering for high achievers 
which helps students make the most 
of their university experience through 
extra opportunities that aim to develop 
leadership skills and build professional 
networks.

When Zac was first notified about the 
scholarship, he said he was taken aback 
and thought he may have misheard the 
person who was sharing the exciting 
news with him.

“After I was sent an email explicitly 
stating what the scholarship entailed, I 
was unbelievably thrilled,” Zac said.

Youth Speak On Peace, 
Climate Change and 
Care for the Land

On Friday 19 March, Craigslea SHS 
students and teachers united to break a 
long-held record for the ‘Longest Hand Clap 
Chain’ in recognition of the National Day of 
Action (NDA) Against Bullying and Violence 
- a nationwide movement where we take a 
stand and say that “bullying is never okay.”

School Captains, Sophie, Mikayla, Michael 
and Jazmin, said it was a momentous day, 
with the hand clap chain attracting over 220 
people.

“It was an amazing moment to see so many 
people standing together for a common 
cause, with help from our school mascot, 
‘Craig’ the Loch Ness Monster!” they said.

While this not only caused a buzz within 
the school, the days leading up to NDA 
also brought bullying and violence to the 
forefront of Craigslea SHS students’ minds 
with the School Captains also organising 
many fun-filled activities that included writing 
chalk messages around the school, pledging 
against bullying, busking, “taking a kind 
message” and battling it out in a compliment 
battle.

“The week would not have been possible 
without the help of our amazing teachers 
and students at Craigslea SHS as we 
collectively proved a sense of community 
and support within the school,” they said.

And with a total tally of 223 people, we are 
proud to announce that we well and truly 
broke the previous record of 199 people!

Craigslea SHS Students 
Break Long-held 
Record

Craigslea SHS proudly hosted the Youth 
Voice for Peace Day, which is a joint 
initiative of United Nations Association 
of Australia Queensland and Just Peace 
Queensland. The day is supported by Earth 
Charter. 

We were delighted to have students from 
Aspley State School join us for the occasion.

The one-day workshop provided students 
with an opportunity to develop their 
understanding of the United Nation’s three 
Sustainable Development Goals for Peace, 
Justice and Strong Institutions, and for 
urgent action on Climate Change and Care 
for the Land.

Students listened to inspiring speakers and 
engaged with industry experts in Visual Arts, 
Game Development, Poetry, Video-Making 
and Engineering to understand how creative 
practices can be used to address global 
issues and create change.

They were then provided the opportunity to 
share their thoughts and creations with the 
audience.

Zac is now studying a Bachelor of 
Business and a Bachelor of Laws 
(Honours) and said he is enjoying 
connecting with like-minded people who 
share the same endeavours.

When asked to reflect on a highlight of 
his high school experience, Zac said that 
his time at Craigslea SHS was made 
enjoyable through his interactions with 
the people.

“I’ve made my fondest memories thanks 
to them,” Zac said.

“Whether it be the gripping atmosphere of 
a volleyball medal match, the celebrations 
after performing at an eisteddfod, or 
having an intriguing and enjoyable class 
with friends, the people who facilitated 
such experiences were always the 
highlight.”

Zac said that he owes much of his 
success to his teachers who consistently 
pointed him in the right direction, 
equipped him with the right tools to tackle 
externals and maintained patience as he 
asked for a fourth and fifth explanation of 
the same concept. 

“While I’d like to think I did my part as a 
diligent student, I couldn’t have achieved 
any of this without such remarkable 
teachers.”

Zac hopes to pursue a career in 
the corporate sector but said he is 
happy to keep the door open to future 
opportunities.



Welcome to the sixth edition of 
Craigslea Connect that aims to inform 
our wider community of the outstanding 
achievements of the 1100+ students at 
our wonderful school.

At Craigslea SHS, we believe that the 
success of a school can be measured by 
the collaborative nature in which parents/
caregivers, staff and the community work 
together for the common goal of success 
for all students. 

We work with our community to seek a 
range of ways for students to engage 
in learning experiences beyond the 
classroom that enable them to broaden 
their global perspective and create a 
strong future direction for the school.

This year, we welcomed 220 Year 7 
students to begin their high school 
journey. Each arrived with similar 
feelings, most with excitement, all with 
anticipation and a few with a little anxiety. 
By the end of their first week, however, all 
our new arrivals were well settled in.  

Students graduating from Craigslea 
SHS in 2020 continued our tradition of 
outstanding academic excellence. Of our 
ATAR eligible students, 27% achieved 
an ATAR of above 90.00. Almost all who 
applied for tertiary entrance received 
first round tertiary education offers. 
Equally important, 97% achieved their 
Queensland Certificate of Education. 

We proudly held our annual Open Day 
on Sunday 28 March. Over 500 people 
took the opportunity to come along and 
find out more about our great school 
by viewing our full range of academic 
and co-curricular programs and hearing 
from our students, P&C Association and 
dedicated team of teachers.

Late last year, Craigslea SHS initiated 
an external accreditation review with 
the Australasian Schools Accreditation 
Agency (ASAA). 

The review findings affirmed Craigslea 
SHS’s culture and standing in the 
community as a high performing school 
and are testament to the contribution of 
our school community towards making 
us a successful school. Consequently, 
Craigslea SHS has achieved 
accreditation with the ASAA. 

I hope you enjoy reading this edition of 
Craigslea Connect which is jam-packed 
with stories of student achievements over 
the last six months.

Mark Farwell
Principal

The Little Shop of HorrorsThe Little Shop of Horrors

It was an exciting start to Term 2 with our 
much-anticipated musical, ‘The Little Shop 
of Horrors’ taking place over three evening 
sessions. The musical followed the tale of a 
geeky florist shop worker who finds out his 
Venus flytrap can speak!

With an impressive cast line-up, quirky set 
design and a variety of 1960’s inspired rock 
and roll/doo-wop music, the musical was 
nothing short of spectacular and brought 
each audience to its feet. The musical also 
provided the school and community with an 
opportunity to view and be exposed to the 
many talented students from the Creative 
and Performing Arts, including the likes of 
our wonderful Craigslea SHS Instrumental 
Music students.

Head of Department for the Creative and 
Performing Arts, Peta Tabuteau, said to see 
this show come to fruition was both amazing 
and heart-warming. “A show like this doesn’t 
come together without consistent effort and 
dedication; I couldn’t be prouder of both 
staff and students who demonstrated this in 
abundance,” she said.

“The musical couldn’t have been made 
possible without the support of Craigslea 
SHS’s amazing creative team, Tech Crew, 
Creative and Performing Arts alumni, 
parents/caregivers and the Craigslea 
Instrumental Music Parent Committee 
(CHIMPS) - thank you everyone.”

We look forward to the next production and 
remember, don’t feed the plants!

2021 Music Evening
On Tuesday 18 May, the school community 
was treated to our 2021 Music Evening. 
It was a moving occasion to see all our 
concert bands, choirs, string orchestras and 
stage bands back on stage to showcase 
their musical talents after an 18-month-long 
break.

A special thank you to our amazing 
Craigslea SHS Instrumental Music team 
and students, Tech Crew, Craigslea 
High Instrumental Music Parent Support 
(CHIMPS) committee and staff for their 
efforts throughout the evening.

Craigslea Choirs’ 
Success at Queensland 
Youth Music Awards 
(QYMA)
On Friday 21 May, our Melodia and Bassline 
choirs competed in the Queensland Youth 
Music Awards (QYMA) at St Peters Lutheran 
College. Both choirs performed exceptionally 
well with Melodia receiving the Gold award 
and Bassline receiving the Silver award.

Vocal Coordinator, Jennifer Pedder, said 
it was an exciting evening, especially for 
Bassline who debuted at QYMA.

“I am so proud of both Melodia and Bassline 
who took a second seat to the musical for 
most of 2020 and this year so far and have 
come through in the end with consistent 
effort and commitment to their musical 
performance,” she said.

“I am blessed with so many talented 
vocalists and we are all looking forward to 
the Queensland Prestige Music Festival next 
term.”



The Years 7 and 8 Green Group students 
took part in The University of Queensland’s 
(UQ) Soils for Science project during Term 2.

Soils for Science is an Australian-first, citizen 
science program dedicated to collecting, 
processing and studying 100,000 backyard 
soil samples from across Queensland. 
Researchers at UQ’s Institute for Molecular 
Bioscience will grow and analyse the 
microorganisms in each sample. 

The chemicals produced by these soil 
microbes will be catalogued and used to 
develop new antibiotics and other life-saving 
medicines. 

Our Green Group students have collected 
20 soil samples and are in the process of 
uploading collection data and photos to the 
Soils for Science App and posting the soil 
samples back to UQ. 

We can’t wait for the UQ’s scientists to send 
us back some pictures of our microbes 
growing!

Give Me Some Space

Soils for Science

Our Academic Captains, Aileen, Tom, 
Ariana and EJ, visited C&K Pre-Prep West 
Chermside on Wednesday 19 May to read 
‘Give Me Some Space’ by Phillip Bunting 
to the kindy kids as part of the Australian 
Library and Information Association’s (ALIA) 
National Simultaneous Storytime (NSS) 
campaign.

Every year a picture book, written and 
illustrated by an Australian author and 
illustrator, is read simultaneously in libraries, 
schools, pre-schools, childcare centres, 
family homes, bookshops and many other 
places around the country. 

Now in its 21st successful year, it is a 
colourful, vibrant, exciting event that aims 
to promote the value of reading and literacy, 
using an Australian children’s book that 
explores age-appropriate themes, and 
addresses key learning areas of the National 
Curriculum for Foundation to Year 6.

The campaign celebrated its 21st year by 
encouraging schools, children and families 
across Australia to join in on an intergalactic 
experience with the NSS 2021 book being 
read by astronaut, Dr Shannon Walker, from 
the International Space Station.

This year there were an incredible 1,980,280 
readers at 33,418 locations. We are so 
proud that we were among these readers. 
Thank you to our Academic Captains and to 
the staff of C&K Pre-prep West Chermside 
for allowing us to read to the children. The 
story time was thoroughly enjoyed by all 
involved. 

At the beginning of Term 2, our Year 9 
Student Representative Council (SRC) held 
a fundraising day for their chosen charity, 
the Mark Hughes Foundation.

On average, approximately 1970 Australian 
people are diagnosed with brain cancer 
each year, which equates to roughly one 
diagnosis for brain cancer every five hours.

Junior School Captains, Ariella and 
Jonathan, said collectively the Year 9 SRC 
were surprised by these statistics and 
were eager to get behind the Mark Hughes 
Foundation which is committed to funding 
ongoing research and providing much-
needed support for brain cancer patients 
and their families. 

“This non-profit health organisation was 
founded by Mark Hughes in 2014 and has 
since raised over $20 million which has 
funded multiple research projects around 
Australia, a Brain Cancer Biobank, travel 
grants, and finally, several brain cancer care 
coordinators,” said Jonathan.

“The hard work implemented by this 
charity is why the Year 9 SRC at Craigslea 
SHS was proud to host Beanies for Brain 
Cancer.”

“Staff and students of every year level wore 
a beanie to school and brought a gold coin 
donation,” said Ariella.

“Our passion for this cause pushed us to 
raise over $300! Amazing! All earnings were 
donated to the Mark Hughes Foundation in 
efforts to prevent brain cancer.”

The Great Craigslea 
Bake Off

Exploring Queensland’s 
Legal System
At the end of Term 1, Ms Patricia Kirkman-
Scroope, who is a barrister, gave a special 
presentation to our Year 12 Legal Studies 
students. 

She spoke about protocols of the gown 
and wig, as well as court requirements, and 
informed the students about the criminal trial 
processes in Queensland. 

Students were able to ask questions relating 
to Queensland’s legal system, which 
assisted them greatly with their assessment 
tasks.

Years 7 and 8 Problem 
Solving Challenge

Our Year 9 Food Specialisation students 
put their creativity to the test in the ‘Great 
Craigslea Bake Off’ on Tuesday 25 May.
 
Each student was challenged to design and 
decorate four cupcakes based around the 
theme, ‘Seasons’ – summer, autumn, winter 
or spring. 

They then presented their cupcake designs 
to our wonderful guest judges, Head of 
Department of Technologies, Food and 
Fibre and Hospitality, Kerry Smith, and 
Deputy Principal, Kim Wood.

Each design was judged on specific 
categories that included clear and consistent 
theme, evidence of elements and principles 
of design, precision of piping work and 
organisation of workspace. 

Well done to all students and 
congratulations to the following competition 
winners: Allyza (Student Vote), Jaydene and 
Madison (Most Improved) and Emma (Best 
in Class). 

On Thursday 22 April, our Years 7 and 
8 students competed in the Wavell 
SHS Maths, Science and Technology 
Problem Solving competition against five 
neighbouring high schools.

Year 7 students Zakariya, Abulfazl, Steve 
and Naomi, and Year 8 students, Nadira, 
Reuben, Rory and Jesse took out first 
place in their respective year levels. 
Congratulations!

Year 9s Raise over 
$300 for Brain Cancer 
Research



Harmony 
Day 2021

Harmony Day was held on Wednesday 
17 March, building on the importance of 
inclusivity within our school. 

The day set out to bring awareness to the 
wonderful diversity of cultural backgrounds 
that make up the Craigslea SHS community. 

The Harmony Day assembly hosted a variety 
of performances from different cultural 
groups, with the Senior Dance students 
bringing us the lively dances of Bollywood, 
the Pacific Islander boys evoking passion 
with their Haka, the girls following suit with a 
beautiful dance and the Filipino dance crew 
bringing it home with their thrilling hip-hop 
dance routine. 

An array of food stalls were run by students 
and members of our school community, 
providing everyone with the opportunity to 
experience delicious flavours from around 
the globe.  

The day helped to create a sense of 
belonging for all and proved how wonderful it 
is when we all accept each other for who we 
are and come together as a community.

- The Senior School Captains

Craigslea Volleyball Academy (CVA) has 
continued its winning streak this year, 
and there is no sign of them slowing 
down.

The year kicked-off with 120 CVA 
athletes travelling to the Gold Coast 
where they competed in the annual 
Volleyball Queensland Beach Schools 
Cup. 

The event roundup featured many CVA 
medal winners including five Bronze, 
two Silver and two Gold medals.

Following this success, our CVA 
athletes competed in the three-day-long 
Volleyball Australia Beach Schools Cup 
at Coolangatta from Friday 30 April to 
Sunday 2 May. 

The competition was certainly both 
mentally and physically challenging for 
our athletes and coaches; however, their 
unwavering determination and team spirit 
produced some fantastic results including 
three Bronze, two Gold medals and most 
notably, the 2021 ‘Champion School’ title.

Recently, our Years 9 and 10 CVA teams 
packed their winter gear and headed 
to Toowoomba from Friday 28 May 
to Sunday 30 May for the Volleyball 
Queensland 2021 Intermediate Schools 
Cup. 

Our six teams enjoyed a great weekend, 
with outstanding achievements all round, 
particularly with our Year 9 Girls Honours 
team winning Gold and our Year 10 Girls 
and Boys Honours teams winning Silver.

Of course, these results would not have 
been possible without the continued 
support of all coaches, parents/caregivers, 
community partners and program 
manager, Tim Walsh.

As the CVA continue to achieve new 
heights, we look forward to seeing their 
progress next semester. Watch this 
space!

Craigslea Named 
Champion Volleyball 
School

Jessica Achieves 
Season PB
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Oliver’s Swimming 
Success

Year 12 student, Jessica, was recently 
placed third in the Metropolitan North 
Regional School Sport Under 17 Cross 
Country.  

Jessica also achieved a season PB of 
15.47.00 and will compete at the Queensland 
School Sport State Championships as part of 
the Metropolitan North team.

“Running teaches me that I am capable of 
so much more than I ever imagined,” Jessica 
said.

“No matter the result, I enjoy racing against 
some amazing and inspirational girls.” 

“This gets me excited to take on the 
challenging course at the Queensland State 
Championships.”

Year 9 student, Oliver, is making great strides 
in the pool with his recent achievements at 
the Queensland Swimming Championships 
in April. 

Oliver won a Silver medal in the Boys 13 - 15 
years 200m Multi Class with a personal best 
(PB) improvement of 13.59 seconds and a 
Silver medal for the Boys 13 - 15 years 200m 
freestyle Multi Class, also improving his PB. 
He has achieved amazing PB times for all of 
his seven swims. 

Following this, Oliver competed in the 2021 
Australian Age Championships where he 
improved his PB again in eight out of ten 
swims. He was placed in the top ten for the 
Boys 11 - 15 years 400m freestyle with a 
fantastic PB of 15.20 seconds. 

Oliver also established the Queensland 
Record at the 2021 Australian Age 
Championships for the Boys 13 years S7 
100m Backstroke (Long Course). 

To top off his fantastic success at the 
recent Queensland School Sport (QSS) 
state championships, Oliver has now been 
selected to be a member of the Queensland 
School Sport 13 - 19 Years Swimming Merit 
Team 2021.


