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Celebrating a Year of 
Change & Achievement 
What a year it has been with the ever 
changing circumstances that 2020 has 
brought to our community. At Craigslea 
SHS, we have continued to adapt to these 
changes, including modifying many of our 
traditional events.

Our annual Awards Night was held on 
Wednesday 9 September and, unlike 
previous Award Nights that included all year 
levels, it was held as a Year 12 event only 
to enable parents/caregivers to attend. Our 
remaining Award Assemblies took place as 
daytime events throughout Term 4. 

All events were recorded for those who 
couldn’t attend and gave parents/caregivers 
a special opportunity to celebrate their 
students’ achievements.

Aileen sets her sights on 
a career in STEM

high school students, university students 
and respected experts.”

“Learning about their lives, their passions 
in high school and their experiences in 
university, which led them to their current 
careers, was truly inspiring.”

Senior Science teacher, Mrs Anita Drew, 
said Aileen has always been highly 
motivated to be part of extra-curricular 
opportunities involving STEM.

“Her selection within the QUT STEM 
Internship program enabled her to pursue 
her keen interests within biological 
research,” she said.

“Aileen is an exceptional student and I 
look forward to seeing where her career 
aspirations lead.”

Year 11 Biology student, Aileen Alviso, was 
one of 49 Queensland high school students 
selected to take part in the Queensland 
University of Technology’s (QUT) highly 
regarded high school Science, Technology, 
Engineering and Mathematics (STEM) 
Internship program. 

The four-day-long program provided an 
opportunity for students to expand their skill 
sets beyond the classroom and explore 
future career ambitions with like-minded 
peers - all before university.

Aileen said the internship was an eye-
opening experience and she enjoyed 
working with experts and professionals 
to help her gain a much more in-depth 
perspective of the science and research 
industry.

“I enjoyed learning about the different 
pathways people took and the importance of 
the work they do; the internship helped me 
to shape a better vision of my future career 
and study pathways,” she said.

“One of the most profound aspects of the 
experience was being able to meet and talk 
to so many different people, including fellow 

Images: top to bottom (left to right) Year 
9 student, Seb Colman, received the Award 
for Outstanding Academic Achievement in 
the Junior School. Year 10 student, Isabella 
Perez, received the ADF Long Tan Award 
which is awarded to a student who displays 
exemplary leadership at school and within 
the local community.

Year 11 student, Kian Lai, received the Lions 
Bursary presented by the President of the 
Lions Club of Brisbane Inner North, Mrs 
Debbie Williams. Year 11 student, Lillian 
Kroenert, received the Mr Sayyad Yunus 
Memorial Award for Persistence in Growth 
Mindset in Mathematics.

Maths Department raises 
over $7,000 for the
Heart Foundation

Since 2017, the Craigslea SHS Maths 
Department has rallied together each year in 
honour of their colleague, fellow teacher and 
dear friend, Sayyad Yunus, to raise much-
needed funds for the Heart Foundation.

Every October, they take on the MyMarathon 
challenge to walk, run or ride 42km and 
each time they are met with overwhelming 
support from the Craigslea SHS community. 

It is because of this very support that they 
have managed to raise over $7000 within 
the past four years which has gone towards 
helping to raise vital funds for lifesaving 
heart disease research. 

Maths teacher, Mr Matt Moorcroft, said the 
fundraiser is very significant to the Maths 
Department as it is an opportunity to reflect 
on the life of their colleague and friend, 
Sayyad.

“We still talk about him often in the staffroom 
and miss him dearly,” he said.

“We are very grateful for the support of the 
Craigslea SHS community in honouring 
Sayyad in support of a great cause.”

From left: School Captain, Mikayla O’Flynn, 
received the Principal’s Award and School 
Vice Captain, Jake Neilson, received the 
Caltex Best All Rounder Award which is one 
of Australia’s most prestigious secondary 
school prizes.



Welcome to the fifth edition of Craigslea 
Connect that aims to inform our 
wider community of the outstanding 
achievements, events and activities of our 
school.

The Year 12 students of 2020 were 
farewelled by the school community with 
their graduation ceremony taking place on 
Wednesday 18 November and their formal 
the following evening. 

These two events were very happy 
occasions where staff, parents/caregivers 
and grandparents were able to celebrate 
the transformation of these students into 
fine young adults. 

I am extremely proud of what the Craigslea 
SHS community has achieved together 
through 2020. Unfortunately, many extra-
curricular activities have not been possible; 
however, from what I have observed, 
students have developed important skills 
and attitudes; quite different from the 
students of previous years.  

This year has certainly presented many 
challenges; however, I am extremely proud 
of our students as they have continued to 
show both resilience and determination in 
the face of many changes. 

They have supported each other and 
made the most of the activities we have 
been able to keep doing at school. Even 
during the Learning @ Home period, 
they made the best of the situation and 
adapted. 

Our vision for students at Craigslea 
SHS is that they become confident and 
active citizens in a global society. Some 
Craigslea SHS graduates may travel to 
different parts of the world to live and work 
whilst others may stay close to home. 

Regardless of where we are, being a 
global citizen means embracing change 
and being part of diverse communities.

Through all that we do at Craigslea SHS, 
we aim for our graduating students to be 
confident in themselves, active in their 
communities, respectful of others and 
honest in their behaviour. 

Students, staff and parents/caregivers can 
all be proud of their contribution towards 
building a distinctive and positive school 
culture while continuing to innovate, 
develop and create a strong direction for 
the school.

I hope you enjoy this brief insight into our 
school life and as the school year comes 
to a close, I’d like to wish everyone a safe 
and happy holiday over the festive season.

Mark Farwell
Principal

Graduation Celebrations

2020 has definitely been a memorable year 
for our Year 12 cohort as they experienced 
being the first group to endure a pandemic 
while also adapting to Learning @ Home, 
sitting external exams and navigating the 
new QCE system.

We began the year enthusiastic about 
implementing a range of innovations to 
share school spirit. We hit the ground 
running with our Valentine’s Day fundraiser. 
Once again, we sold out of roses, despite 
ordering more than last year.  

Due to our hard work selling, preparing 
and delivering artificial roses, we were able 
to donate $475 to Heart Kids and support 
children born with heart conditions.

Despite restrictions on guest speakers 
and social distancing, students engaged 
in a variety of personal awareness and 
development programs with presentations 
from various external organisations, 
including the RACQ mock crash on the 
netball courts, Spinal Life Australia, 
Headspace, ‘One Punch Can Kill’ and ‘Red 
Frogs’ presentations. 

Our senior student leaders organised 
some fantastic events, including Spirit 
Week activities. Of course, one of the 
best highlights for the year was the Year 
12 Final Assembly, a showcase of their 
talents, filled with a variety of our students’ 
self-choreographed dancing and singing 
performances. 

Our student emcees said it best: “Every 
event since March has been affected 
but nothing could stop the Year 12 Final 
Assembly from happening!”

It has been my pleasure to coordinate this 
cohort for the past four years as they have 
shown the qualities of compassion, respect, 
teamwork and leadership on so many fronts. 

They are each individuals with so much to 
offer each other. My final words: Don’t be 
embarrassed if you dance to the beat of 
a different drum. It just means you have a 
rhythm inside you others don’t hear.

Ms Alison Roworth
Year 12 Coordinator



Craigslea SHS supported the promotion of 
R U OK? Day on Thursday 10 September. 

This national day of action aims to remind 
us to ask, ‘Are you OK?’ if someone in our 
world is struggling with the ‘ups and downs’ 
of life. 

Chappy Ash worked with a group of Year 9 
students to produce a video on how to ask 
someone if they ‘Are OK’, which was posted 
on the school’s social media sites. 

They also held a ‘Happy Socks’ fundraiser 
with the help from Year 9 Coordinator, Mr 
Matt Moorcroft, raising $476!

Teachers were treated to cupcakes to lift 
their moods and to act as a reminder for 
them to check in with their colleagues.

Book Week: ‘Curious 
Creatures, Wild Minds’
With the help of the Student Council, the 
whole school celebrated Book Week 2020, 
combined with Halloween, on Friday 23 
October. 

Students and staff displayed their creativity, 
dressing in a variety of costumes to 
celebrate the week’s theme, ‘Curious 
Creatures, Wild Minds’.  

On Monday 2 November, our Year 11 
Biology students travelled to Lady Elliot 
Island, located on the southernmost tip of 
the Great Barrier Reef. 

Whilst conducting ecological surveys for 
the University of Queensland’s (UQ) Coral 
Watch Program, students experienced the 
magic of the reef. 

Spotting various shark, turtle, ray and 
fish species, students developed an 
understanding and appreciation of one of 
the great wonders of the natural world. 

Year 11 Biology student, Louis, took his 
experience to greater depths and completed 
two scuba dives during the trip. Lady Elliot 
Island is known for being one of the top five 
dive sites in the world for Manta Rays! 

Biology students dive to 
great depths

On Wednesday 21 October, Year 11 student, 
Trinity, was elected as a Queensland 
delegate to the 2021 National Schools’ 
Constitutional Convention. 

This makes her the 6th student from 
Craiglsea SHS to be elected as a National 
Schools’ ConCon delegate in the past six 
years.

Trinity was required to deliver a three minute 
speech on whether the division of powers 
in the Australian Constitution decided in 
the 1890s, with respect to the control of 
Australia’s water, is appropriate for today.

Trinity was supported through the 
preparation by her peers, Emily, Bailey and 
Kayah.

Cooper takes on 
Engineering Challenge
Year 11 Engineering student, Cooper, 
was one of 63 Queensland high school 
students selected to take part in the Griffith 
Engineering Program that offers hands-on 
engineering activities.

Cooper was presented with a kit that 
included materials and instructions from 
Griffith to complete two challenges at home 
- the ‘Strongest Towers’ and ‘LDR-Racing 
Cars’, which he had two weeks to complete.

He was then required to attend live 
streamed sessions with Griffith University 
academic staff.

Cooper said the highlight of the program 
was the ‘Strongest Tower’ challenge, where 
he was placed in the top 20 out of the 63 
submissions.

“We had already completed this challenge 
in class, so this program gave me an 
opportunity to develop a new design and 
work on my previous mistakes,” he said.

“It was great getting to see other people’s 
perspectives on how they tackled the 
challenge.”

Engineering teacher, Mr Trevor Bernard, 
said Cooper had demonstrated a high 
level of enthusiasm and creativity as he 
developed his solutions.

“This is a wonderful achievement and 
reflects the dedication and devotion that 
Cooper has to his studies,” he said.

When asked what he hopes to pursue after 
school, Cooper said he plans to study either 
Mechanical or Civil Engineering.

Whirlwind Music Tour
Earlier this term, our Symphonic Winds and 
Big Band enjoyed a wonderful two days 
away on their Eumundi Music Tour. 

On Saturday 10 October, they entertained 
crowds and family members at the Eumundi 
Markets. 

They played with an added level of 
excitement, and absolutely loved their 
one (and only) opportunity to play for an 
audience this year.

Trinity delivers winning 
speech

R U OK? Day



Spirit Week
            2020

Keeping with tradition, we celebrated our 
annual Spirit Week during Term 2. The week 
creates an opportunity for the student leaders 
to bring the whole school together to have 
some fun!

The leaders planned many engaging 
activities, including Tug of War, Capture the 
Flag and a Lip Sync Battle. It was fantastic 
to see so many students and teachers 
displaying school spirit.

We are delighted to introduce to the 
community, our 2021 School Captains.

Left to right: Junior Captain, Jonathan 
Guntuka, School Vice Captain, Michael 
Robertson, School Captains, Mikayla 
Cowlrick and Sophie Moeser, School Vice 
Captain, Jazmin Lapurga and Junior Captain, 
Ariella Maddaluno.

The Creative Generation Excellence Awards 
in Visual Art 2020 promote and recognise 
excellence in Senior Visual Art education and 
student achievement in Visual Art throughout 
Queensland’s state and non-state schools.

Year 12 Art student, Kiara, was one of 37 
students from across Queensland to receive 
an Excellence Award and will have her multi-
media artwork exhibited in the Queensland 
Art Gallery in 2021.

Kiara’s artwork will also be displayed 
online in the Metropolitan Regional Digital 
Exhibition along with the artwork of her 
peers, Wilson and Ala.

‘Youth InQueensland’ 
Project
This term, Year 10 students Riya, Aimee and 
Alex, were selected to be involved in the 
‘Youth InQueensland’ Project.

The project is a collaboration between the 
University of Queensland (UQ), Impact 
(Education Queensland) and a high-profile, 
digital news service. Together, they produced 
a news story for publication that had to be 
both a local and global issue.

Throughout the article writing process, the 
students received mentoring by journalists 
including Professor Peter Greste, who 
is the UNESCO Chair of Journalism and 
Communications at the University of 
Queensland (UQ), and Andrew Fraser, 
who was the Queensland Bureau Chief at 
The Australian and now writes for many 
international publications including The New 
York Times.

We wish them the best of luck and look 
forward to seeing their published work.

Craigslea Volleyball Academy (CVA) has 
continued its winning streak in 2020. 
First up was Seniors Schools Cup where 
six teams, including both Open Honours 
teams, competed. 

CVA Manager, Mr Tim Walsh, said they 
had a number of younger players in 
Years 9 and 10 competing in the Year 11 
competitions, which was good practice 
for them.

“We definitely had a strong focus on the 
performance of both our Open Honours 
teams and we achieved great results with 
our Open Boys Honours team winning 
Silver and our Open Girls Honours team 
winning Bronze,” Mr Walsh said.

Next up, on the weekend of October 
16 - 18, 15 CVA teams competed at the 
combined Volleyball Queensland Junior 
and Intermediate Schools Cup on the Gold 
Coast.

Mr Walsh said it was a great weekend for 
CVA athletes who were finally able to hit 
the court after a very long break in 2020. 

“Across the board, our teams performed 
at a high level, winning 80% of the games 
they competed in,” Mr Walsh said.

This was evident with the Year 7 Boys, 
Year 10 Girls Honours and Year 10 Boys 
Honours teams winning Silver and the 
Year 8 Girls Honours and Year 9 Boys 
Honours teams winning Gold.

At the conclusion of the 2020 Schools Cup 
Series, Craigslea SHS was crowned the 
Champion School for 2020!

2021 School Captains

CVA Crowned #1 Kiara receives 
Excellence Award

From left: Year 10 students, Riya, Aimee 
and Alex with journalist, Andrew Fraser.Photography by Rogue Gun Photography.
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