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Craigslea SHS Graduate 
Awarded Prestigious Dance 
Scholarship

Craigslea SHS 2019 graduate, Adrian 
Malbasias, has been awarded the 
Queensland University of Technology’s 
(QUT) Excellence Scholarship in Elite Visual 
and Performing Arts for 2020.

The $10,000 scholarship is awarded to the 
first two highest ranked eligible applicants in 
an audition or portfolio in the Dance degree 
or any of the double degrees that combine 
Education and Business with Visual Arts, 
Music and Dance.

Adrian, a Craigslea Dance Company (CDC) 
student, said he was very emotional when 
he found out and was surprised by the 
extraordinary news.

“I found out on the very last day of school, 
just after our Year Level Coordinator had 
said his final goodbye, so my eyes were 
already full of tears,” Adrian said.

“Initially, when I found out it was QUT, I 
thought they were calling me to tell me 
that I didn’t make it in; however, when 
they explained to me that I had received a 
scholarship, I remember just crying - crying 
with so much happiness as I felt that all my 
hard work had finally paid off.” 

“It was definitely the best way to end my 
high school journey.”

Head of Department for The Arts, Peta 
Tabuteau, said she first taught Adrian when 
he was in Year 9 Dance, and was the only 
male dancer in the class - but this did not 
deter his confidence or success in the 
subject.

“He was keen and eager to learn, with 
no prior studio experience. He was like a 
sponge, taking on feedback and always 
asking how he could improve,” she said.

“There was no movement that Adrian was 
not willing to try. He would just continually 
practise until he had mastered the 
movement or sequence.”

“This is where his creativity really started to 
shine and by the end of Year 12, he was 

Craigslea Volleyball Academy has 
announced a partnership with the Norths 
Volleyball Club.

Academy Program Manager, Tim Walsh, 
said the aim was to have a “strong 
pipeline of aspiring junior athletes flowing 
into the seniors.”

“Norths Volleyball has been at the 
forefront of the competitive development 
of volleyball here in North Brisbane and 
Queensland for almost four decades now,” 
he said.

“The Craigslea Volleyball Academy’s new 
initiative will open up opportunities for our 
junior athletes to represent Queensland 
at a state level with the potential to be 
selected into the Queensland Academy of 
Sport (QAS).”

Norths Volleyball lifelong member, 
Kylie Garlick, said Craigslea Volleyball 
Academy was one of the leading pioneers 
of school volleyball in Australia.

“Norths and Craigslea have enjoyed a 
strong partnership and now Norths is 
looking to further strengthen that 

relationship by implementing a strong 
focus on involving Craigslea Volleyball 
Academy athletes in its junior teams for 
2020 and beyond,” she said.

Asked where she would like to see the 
program in five years, Kylie said she 
hoped to see a strong stand-alone junior 
program in all age groups.

“While accolades are not a measure of 
success, Norths would like to be entering 
teams in all divisions of Premier Volleyball 
League (PVL) competition, with a view of 
contending for club champion, which is 
awarded based on overall team results.”

Kylie said with the current lack of multiple 
court venues on the Northside, she hopes 
to see improvements made in the future.

pushing boundaries and always thinking 
outside the box.”

Adrian said that he owes a lot of his success 
to his Dance teachers, Jacinta de Bont and 
Peta Tabuteau, as without their support, he 
would never have realised his passion for 
dancing.

“Because of CDC and my fantastic Dance 
teachers, I was able to gain the courage to 
go to auditions and do better things.”

Adrian said he hopes to become a well-
known choreographer, but for now, he would 
like to continue dancing and performing on 
stage.
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Welcome to the fourth edition of 
Craigslea Connect, which aims to inform 
our wider community of the outstanding 
achievements, events and activities of 
our school.

As we approach the mid-year break, 
we can look back and see three quite 
distinct chapters of school life during 
Semester 1. It was a great beginning to 
the year as we welcomed just over 200 
bright and eager Year 7 students. 

Our usual busy start to the year included 
our Honours Assembly, which recognises 
the academic success of our 2019 
cohort. Of our graduating group, 23% 
achieved an OP 1 - 5 and 63% an OP 1 - 
10 (well above the state average).

The Learning @ Home period, which 
began in late March, undoubtedly 
presented unique challenges and was 
certainly not a substitute for the highly 
personalised and interactive environment 
of a school. 

Reflecting on this time, I think we all 
can appreciate the rich experience 
school life enables us to have, including 
our interaction with our peers, and the 
excursions, camps and other extra-
curricular activities that students are 
fortunate to attend. 

On this note, I would like to thank all 
parents/caregivers, and the wider 
Craigslea SHS community, for your 
support in facilitating home-based 
learning during these challenging times.

Upon the recent return of students, it has 
been wonderful to see them catching 
up with their friends and teachers, as if 
no time has passed, and engaging in 
learning within the school environment. 

Over the past couple of weeks, we have 
gathered considerable feedback from 
students about what aspects of online 
learning, from their perspective, were 
effective. 

And so, if anything positive can 
come from the Learning @ Home 
period, identifying what works best for 
students will help teachers increase 
their repertoire of practices to improve 
learning for all students.

As we head in to the mid-year break, 
we all hope that the second half of the 
year sees the return of all aspects of 
school life. I hope you enjoy reading 
this edition of Craigslea Connect, which 
is jam-packed with stories of student 
achievements over the last six months.

Mark Farwell
Principal

Year 12s Raise Over $400 for 
HeartKids

At the beginning of Term 1, our Year 12 
Student Representative Council (SRC) 
rallied together to support the HeartKids 
foundation through a special Valentine’s Day 
fundraiser.

With help from Year 12 Coordinator, Alison 
Roworth, the students sold out of the 550 
artificial roses that they had prepared, 
raising $455!

Year 12 students, Janelle and Kathleen, 
said that HeartKids is definitely one of a kind 
in that even the smallest contributions can 
make the biggest difference.

“Being able to help and contribute to such 
a beautiful cause is so rewarding for us and 
the whole school,” Kathleen said.

Student Council Leaders Day

On Thursday 20 February, Global 
Citizenship Coordinator, Jennifer Pedder, 
and student leaders (from left) Ty, Zachary, 
Mikayla, Bailey, Mia and Natasha, attended 
the Student Council Leaders Day at 
Parliament House as part of the United 
Nations (UN) Association of Australia Global 
Citizenship Schools program.

Hosted by Hon Grace Grace, Minister for 
Education, the event provided students with 
an opportunity to interact with their local 
Member of Parliament, Bart Mellish MP.

During the day, students explored the 
concept of global citizenship, the skills 
of effective leadership and the UN’s 
Sustainable Development Goals.

Students Talk 
All Things 
Business 

Year 12 Business students were surprised 
when past Craigslea SHS teacher and 
Bundaberg Brewed Drinks Managing 
Director, John McLean, visited the class 
to talk all things business, including how 
he has managed to expand the company 
internationally since taking over in 2007.

John explained how the family-owned 
brewery, established in Bundaberg in 1960, 
makes their delicious range of drinks, 
including the iconic Ginger Beer!

Year 12 Business student, Tom Nocher, said 
it was fantastic to have John visit his class.

“It was great to be given an opportunity to 
gain a real-world perspective on what it is 
like to own and manage a business of this 
calibre,” Tom said.

“He taught us the importance of always 
having a plan B and researching and 
knowing your market.”

Mikayla wins Aspley Lions 
Youth of the Year

On Saturday 29 February, Craigslea SHS 
Captains, Mikayla and Zachary, competed in 
the annual Lions Youth of the Year club final 
hosted by Aspley Lions Club. 

Both students showed outstanding 
persuasive speaking skills when presented 
with impromptu questions about (a) whether 
our politicians just throw money at problems 
and (b) is it ever right to do the wrong thing 
and wrong to do the right thing?

In the prepared speech, Mikayla gave 
a convincing argument calling for the 
education of young girls all over the world 
and Zachary moved the audience with 
his childhood memories of an adopted 
grandfather.

Congratulations to Mikayla, who won both 
the public speaking section and the overall 
competition. Thank you to the Aspley Lions 
Club for giving our leaders this opportunity 
to engage with our local community and 
showcase their leadership skills.



Learning @ 
Home 

Natasha
 
What was your overall experience 
when Learning @ Home?

“It was great. It was very unusual, but 
I learnt and improved my skills, time 
management and organisation.”

“I felt much more independent and hopefully 
this will prepare me for future activities such 
as university.”

“From this experience, I learnt to be patient 
- not everything will work out straight away 
but if you stay patient and persevere, it will 
work out soon enough.”

How did you stay focused?

“Lack of motivation was the hardest part of 
online school for me.”

“I eventually established a routine and that 
greatly helped me.”

“Taking small breaks every hour and 
planning my day out also helped me 
maintain focus.”

Junior
School 
Captains
Ty Pucko &
Natasha Jones

Ty

What did you learn from the 
experience?

“The biggest skill I learnt was probably 
organisation.”

“Before Learning @ Home, my books 
were messy and my laptop folders were 
disorganised.”

“Now I have order in my books and my 
OneNote and PC folders are easy to 
navigate.”

What did you miss most about 
school life?

“The thing I missed most about school was 
face-to-face interactions. It was hard not 
seeing my friends for a long period of time.”

“However, I was able to talk to them online, 
so it wasn’t too bad.”

“I also missed interacting with my teachers.”

Light Up 
The Dawn

Anzac Day is one of Craigslea SHS’s 
most significant occasions and traditions, 
providing an opportunity for the school 
community to reflect upon an important part 
of Australia’s history.

This year, Anzac Day was unlike any other, 
and even though we were unable to hold our 
traditional ceremonies, we united in spirit 
and took a moment to remember and honour 
the services of our Australian Defence Force 
– past and present.

In line with RSL Australia’s ‘Light Up 
The Dawn’ campaign, all students were 
encouraged to stand at the end of their 
driveways, or in their living rooms, and bring 
a candle, torch or phone to light up the dawn 
and observe a minute’s silence for all those 
who have served and sacrificed for this 
nation.

Our First 
Virtual 
Assembly

Wednesday 27 May was a historic moment 
for Craigslea SHS with our first virtual 
assembly taking place.

With help from school mascot, ‘Craig’ the 
Loch Ness Monster, our student leaders 
welcomed back their peers and discussed 
some exciting activities coming up in Term 3.

School Captain, Zachary Ravena, said the 
student leadership team was glad to be able 
to engage with the entire student body and 
believed the virtual assembly was a great 
way to keep in touch with everyone.

“The way our school has adapted to 
these challenging times is certainly worth 
commending. This assembly is new territory 
and it couldn’t have gone better!”

Craigslea Artworks Recreated 
Challenge

Inspired by Getty Museum’s ‘Artworks 
Recreated Challenge’, our Principal, Mark 
Farwell, challenged all students to select 
an existing artwork and recreate their own 
masterpieces, using everyday household 
items.

Visual Art teacher, Jordan Hart, helped to 
judge the competition and said he was very 
impressed by all the entries.



Our School
Captains Reflect

Our Sports
Stars 
Recognised
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As School Captains, we set out to engage 
with the student body as much as possible. 

In Term 1, we created a School Leader 
Instagram page to improve our interaction 
with our peers and to help advertise 
activities and events around the school.

Our school mascot, ‘Craig’ the Loch Ness 
Monster, has also had many appearances 
on the page to enable us to foster school 
spirit. 

During Term 2, we used this page to give 
students quarantine challenges, keep 
them informed and, most importantly, 
welcome them back when restrictions 
eased. However, the quarantine period was 
certainly unprecedented, leading to its own 
set of challenges. 

Whilst switching to online learning for the 
first 3 - 5 weeks of Term 2 was a challenge, 
both teachers and students handled the new 
learning format brilliantly! 

Since arriving back at school, we have 
reflected on our experiences, looking at what 
habits worked well for us and how we can 
adopt these habits to help us in the future. 

We are looking forward to holding more 
events for the school community as 
restrictions permit!

School 
Captains
Zachary 
Ravena &
Mikayla O’Flynn

Chloe Durston

Year 12 student, Chloe, joined the Australian 
Women’s Junior Volleyball Tour to the 
Philippines in 2019 and was recently 
selected to be on the Volleyball Australia 
Junior Development Program Women’s 
Squad.

Michela Strati

Year 11 student, Michela, was selected for 
the Queensland Indoor Volleyball team in 
2019, and earlier this year was named in 
the state Beach Volleyball side and also the 
Australian Junior Development Program 
Women’s Squad.

Cale Martin

Year 11 student, Cale, is in his third year of 
volleyball, having achieved selection in the 
Queensland Indoor Volleyball team in 2019. 
This year, he was named in the Volleyball 
Australia Junior Development Program 
Men’s Squad and aims to represent 
Australia at the Under 18 Asian Men’s 
Volleyball Championships.

Chaz Pucko

Year 12 student, Chaz, represented 
Australia at the Arafura Games in 2019 
and this year he was selected to be in the 
Volleyball Australia Junior Development 
Program Men’s Squad. Chaz aspires to play 
professionally overseas.

Tegan Ducaine

Year 11 student, Tegan, is another member of 
the Australian Junior Development Program 
Women’s Squad and Emerging Squad for 
Queensland Academy of Sport. She aims to 
make a team in the Asian Championships 
and to continue her participation in future 
competitions.

Jayla Sefo Wallace

Year 12 student, Jayla, is a promising 
Rugby League player who made the Lloyd 
McDermott Rugby Development Team and 
competed in the World School 7s in New 
Zealand in 2019. She also made the 2020 
Met North side earlier this year. 

Jasmine Sefo Wallace

Year 12 student, Jasmine, is also an 
outstanding Rugby League prospect. In 
2019, she joined the Lloyd McDermott Rugby 
Development Team as a shadow player and 
was selected to be a part of the Rugby 7s to 
compete at the state championships on the 
Gold Coast. Like her sister Jayla, she also 
made the 2020 Met North team.

Braith Alford

Year 11 student, Braith, started racing in 
2015 and began competing nationally in 
2017. In 2019, he competed in the Australian 
Rotax Pro-tour and achieved podium 
finishes in the Lismore Young Guns title and 
the South East Queensland Championship.

Chad Sampson

Another Go Kart Racing exponent, Chad 
(Year 11), placed 8th (personal best) at the 
2019 Australian Karting Championships, 
round 3. Following this, he finished 15th 
at the 2019 Queensland Championships, 
and 10th at the 2019 Race of the Stars. He 
also had podium finishes at the Cooloola 
Coast Kart Club and Ipswich Kart Club 
events, as well as at the South Queensland 
Championships.

Jessica Zonneveld

Year 11 student, Jessica, 
placed 5th in the 
gruelling 1500m at the 
Queensland Athletics 
National Championships in 2017 and backed 
up that performance with successive top ten 
finishes at the same titles in 2018 and 2019. 

Jessica also rose to 3rd place in successive 
years at the Queensland Schools’ Sport 
Track and Field Championships.


