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Craigslea Graduate 
Recognised
Daniel Vandenheuvel has been recognised 
for his outstanding achievements with a 
scholarship for his university studies.

Daniel was awarded the Queensland 
University of Technology Vice Chancellor’s 
Academic Scholarship and plans to use the 
$30,000 to fund his two Bachelor Degrees in 
Engineering and Mathematics.

Daniel was extremely happy that his hard 
work paid off.

“I am happy with the news of the scholarship 
and that I can lift some of the financial stress 
off my parents’ shoulders,” he said.

“I was inspired to choose the field of Engi-
neering and Mathematics as I’ve always

been interested in the mechanisms which 
make the world work and also developing 
theories.”

Craigslea SHS Principal, Mark Farwell, 
said Daniel was a deserving recipient of the 
scholarship because of his continuous hard 
work and persistence.

“This scholarship is QUT’s premier scholar-
ship and has benefits beyond its monetary 
value with the QUT College of Excellence 
and access to QUT’s Leadership, Develop-
ment and Innovation Program,” Mr Farwell 
said.

“On behalf of the entire Craigslea commu-
nity, I wish Daniel the best for his upcoming 
studies and academic work in the coming 
years.”

Daniel hopes to pursue aeronautical engi-
neering or an academic career in mathemat-
ics.

Students Against Bullying
Craigslea SHS students stood united to 
celebrate the 2019 National Day of Action 
against Bullying and Violence on Friday 15 
March.

The national day is an important and fun-
filled celebration that has always been a 
highlight of the year. It spreads anti-bullying 
awareness at Craigslea SHS.

This year, Craigslea’s student leadership 
team focused on lifting school spirit and 
encouraging everyone to take action against 
bullying every day.

Year 9 student, Isabella, expressed how the 
day was an unforgettable event that allowed 
her to step out of her comfort zone and con-
nect more closely with the senior students.

“I had such an amazing day and a highlight 
for me was taking part in the cheer
competition,” Isabella said.

“I hope to participate in more fun events like 
these.”

During the celebrations, over 100 students 
stood united on the school oval to spell out 
“No Way!” to bullying and violence. Even the 
Craigslea mascot, Craig, made an appear-
ance in the photo. 

The Craigslea student leadership team also 
ran various fun activities including a pledge 
wall, live music, a cheer competition, a 
pop-up photo booth and also a group hand-
painting mural.

Principal, Mark Farwell, was extremely 
happy to see students from all year levels 
coming together and taking a stance against 
bullying.

“At Craigslea we are proud of our school 
culture of respect and inclusion. To maintain 
this culture we all, staff and students, work 
every day to ensure that all members of our 
school community work together to create 
a safe and respectful work and learning 
environment.”

Craigslea Connect
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Semester One
Highlights

Welcome to the second edition of 
Craigslea Connect, which aims to keep 
the northside community informed about 
the many achievements of the 1000+ 
students at our wonderful school.

We are now at the mid-point of the 2019 
academic year with many accomplish-
ments under our belt and many exciting 
events coming up for the remainder of 
2019. 

Students graduating from Craigslea SHS 
in 2018 continued the Craigslea tradi-
tion of outstanding academic perfor-
mance. Of our OP eligible students, 22% 
achieved an OP 1 - 5 and 90% achieved 
an OP 1 - 15 (well above the state aver-
age). 

Almost all of those students who applied 
for tertiary entrance received first round 
tertiary education offers. Equally impor-
tant, 100% of students who completed 
Year 12 at Craigslea in 2018 achieved 
their Queensland Certificate of Educa-
tion qualification.

Craigslea SHS proudly held its Open 
Day on Sunday April 28, opening our 
doors to the community for the after-
noon. Over 500 people took the oppor-
tunity to come along and find out more 
about our great school by meeting staff, 
students and parents and undertaking a 
tour of the school. 

Over the summer vacation, the Craigslea 
SHS canteen underwent a major renova-
tion. The renovation means that students 
now have a modern, self-serve facility, 
which offers a more efficient service and 
a wider range of food and beverages. 

The upgrade was an initiative of the 
Craigslea P&C and made possible 
through the State Government Smart 
School Subsidy Scheme. The subsidy 
assistance of $157,895 was granted 
to Craigslea SHS P&C for the upgrade 
project with the P&C and school contrib-
uting $142,105.

An official opening ceremony for the new 
canteen was held on Wednesday, 8 May, 
with Mr Bart Mellish, Member for Aspley, 
officially opening the facility on behalf of 
the Minister for Education, Grace Grace.

I hope you enjoy reading this edition of 
Craigslea Connect which is jam-packed 
with stories of student achievements 
over the last six months. 

Mark Farwell
Principal

Joanna Debates Reform
School Captain and Study of Society stu-
dent, Joanna, attended the 24th National 
Schools’ Constitutional Convention at Old 
Parliament House, Canberra from 19 - 21 
March as an elected National Delegate from 
Queensland. 

She joined 115 other senior students na-
tionwide to debate constitutional reform in 
Canberra.

The convention topic was ‘A new consti-
tutional preamble for Australia?’ and gave 
students the opportunity to explore the pres-
ent constitution. 

It is important our future leaders are given 
opportunities such as the National Schools’ 
Constitutional Convention to explore consti-
tutional issues and to inspire active young 
Australian voices in our democracy.

Aspley Lions Youth 
of the Year
During the beginning of Term 1, Year 12 
student, Aeone, took part in the Aspley 
Lions Youth of the Year Club Final. She was 
successful against competitors from Wavell 
SHS and Aspley SHS.

The competition was hosted by the Aspley 
Lions Club and is designed to encourage 
student interest in leadership. 

Each student had to answer two impromptu 
questions and also present a prepared 
speech, which is no easy feat.

Women in STEM 
On Wednesday 29 May, eight girls from 
Years 8 and 9 took part in a half-day coding 
workshop organised by Suncorp and spon-
sored by Junior Engineers.

They were joined by students from All Hal-
lows’ School, which also hosted the work-
shop.

All students were provided with an opportu-
nity to use the CodeMonkey platform where 
they were able to develop their skills in cod-
ing and problem-solving.

Following this, students also took part in a 
four day workshop held in the Head Offices 
of Suncorp where they were able to engage 
with Suncorp’s program leaders from Bris-
bane and Sydney.

Students were organised into small teams in 
which they developed solutions to real-world 
finance-related problems and later present-
ed their solutions.

By providing opportunities like these, the 
program aims to engage young women in 
STEM and support the growing interest in 
STEM-related careers.

Chorister Sings for 
Grandfather
Year 12 student, Alanah, was selected to 
perform at the Australian National Memorial 
in (Villers-Bretonneux) France on Anzac Day 
as a member of the 2019 Voices of Birralee 
Anzac Commemoration Choir.

Alanah said the tour was significant to her as 
she had fond memories of her grandfather, 
who served in World War II.

“The tour reminded me of him and when I 
sang at the Anzac Day service, I sang for
him and all those who fought beside him. I 
hoped to make him proud up in heaven.”

Principal, Mark Farwell, said Alanah had 
demonstrated an outstanding commitment 
to preparations for the tour and was the 
perfect ambassador to represent Craigslea, 
Brisbane and Australia on the significant 
occasion.
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News Update

Aboriginal & Torres Strait 
Islander Celebrations
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander culture 
has been celebrated through a number of 
events at Craigslea in 2019 involving stu-
dents, families and the wider community.  

There was a flag raising ceremony to 
welcome the 2019 school year, QATSIF 
scholarship recipient ceremony, Harmony 
Day activities, academic programs engaging 
some of our high-achieving students with the 
University of Queensland, Sorry Day excur-
sion to Kalinga park, the Deadly Choices 
program and Good Quick Tukka program.

Our NAIDOC celebration on Wednesday 
19 June was also a significant event, with 
a whole school assembly featuring per-
formances, speeches and celebrations of 
achievement.  

We continue to support Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander students to achieve 
highly in all aspects of their development 
and to connect with our community partners 
to bring indigenous perspectives into our 
school.

A Message from our 
Chappy
It’s been a busy Term 2 for Craigslea SHS 
Chaplaincy! First up was the meet and greet 
at The Coffee Club (Aspley). The evening 
provided an opportunity to thank the Craigs-
lea SHS community members for their sup-
port and listen to their individual stories.

Following this was Chappy Week, where I 
was able to spend the first two days on the 
Year 7 Camp. There was a lot of excitement 
throughout the week, with Pikachu making 
an appearance, as well as a fundraising 
barbecue on Thursday 23 May.

Towards the end of the week, I was also 
kindly invited by the Chermside-Kedron 
Community Church to its morning service to 
talk about chaplaincy.

Recently, I was fortunate to attend the 2019 
Building Hope Fundraising Dinner which 
supports the work of school chaplains.

The food was great; the company was bet-
ter; and the night was a success. Thank you 
to everyone who has welcomed me to the 
school - I look forward to what’s to come!

Debating Teams Dominate
Craigslea’s debating program continues 
to experience wide-spread success in the 
Queensland Debating Union competition this 
year. Our Year 11 team recently won against 
All Hallows’ School in Round 4 of the com-
petition and will now progress to the final 
rounds of the regional competition. 

Team 8.1 defeated Burpengary State 
Secondary College and Team 8.2 defeated 
Genesis Christian College in Round 3 of the 
competition. Team 9.1 also saw great suc-
cess against Clayfield College and Padua 
College in Rounds 3 and 4 of the competi-
tion. 

Moving into the finals we are excited to 
report that we will be represented in all year 
levels, including two teams in Year 10. The 
Year 7 debating competition kicked off this 
week and already the students have experi-
enced success against Hillbrook and Padua. 

Thank you to our dedicated staff who coach 
our debating teams and accompany them to 
their evening competitions.

Creative Mathematics
This term, we had six teams of five students 
represent Craigslea at the inaugural Math-
ematics Team Challenge. 

The event was hosted by Ferny Grove 
SHS and although we didn’t win, it was a 
great opportunity for the students to extend 
themselves in problem-solving, in addition to 
working and communicating within a team

In Semester 2 this year, Maths teachers Dr 
McCourt (PhD Mathematics) and Mr Schafer 
(Engineering background) will be facilitating 
our Creative Mathematics program which 
will run one afternoon each week after 
school. 

Both bring a depth of knowledge in Math-
ematics, along with a love of teaching and 
seeing students thinking in different innova-
tive ways whilst doing mathematics.

The program aims to build on 21st Cen-
tury skills (critical thinking, communication, 
personal and social skills, creative thinking, 
collaboration and teamwork and ICT skills), 
within the subject of Mathematics.

Instrumental Music 
Our 2019 Music Camp was a fabulous suc-
cess with 100 students setting up camp at 
Brookfield for three days of music-making, 
learning and friendship-building. 

It was a valuable opportunity to have the 
time to establish our ensembles for the year 
ahead, and welcome our huge cohort of 
Year 7 students to the high school world of 
instrumental music. 

As always, behaviour was exemplary, and 
an immense amount of work was achieved. 
We are so fortunate to have such a hard 
working music team who give up time for 
these brilliant experiences. 

The travel doesn’t end yet. In August, we are 
heading on a two-day tour to the Gold Coast 
and in June 2020, we head to the big freeze 
in Tasmania!

Another exciting event this term was our 
2019 Music Evening. It was fantastic to 
see all our concert bands, choirs, string 
orchestras and stage bands showcase their 
musical talent.

CVA’s National Success
From December 9 - 14, 2018, the Craigslea 
Volleyball Academy (CVA) took 120 athletes 
and coaches to Melbourne for the Australian 
Volleyball Schools’ Cup. The week was a 
success for the CVA program, finishing third 
nationally out of 154 other schools. 

Of the five Honours teams that competed, 
four finished in the top five. 11 CVA teams 
competed with 9 of the 11 finishing in the top 
5 in their respective competitions.

In addition, recently the CVA took six teams 
(including four Honours teams) and 75 
athletes to compete in the 2019 Intermediate 
Schools’ Cup in Towoomba.

It was a successful weekend for our teams 
with three of the six playing in Gold medal 
matches on the Sunday afternoon.They took 
home three Honours Silver medals. Notably, 
our Year 9 Honours teams were required to 
finish in the top three in the state in order to 
compete at the “Honours” level at the Aus-
tralian Volleyball Schools’ Cup. Both teams 
were successful in their quest.

We would like to thank all of the athletes, 
coaches and support staff who made these 
events so successful.
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Rebecca Earns Selection
Year 12 student, Rebecca, has been named 
in the Australian swim team to compete at 
the World Junior Championships in Budapest 
during August.

Rebecca earned selection after shining at the 
Australian titles earlier in the month.

She juggles school studies with 16 hours of 
training in eight sessions a week (some start-
ing at 4:30am) at Albany Creek Swimming 
Club and a further 2.5 hours in the gym. 

In 2018, Rebecca won five gold medals and 
four silver medals while representing Austra-
lia at the Oceania Swimming Championships.

”Bradley and I were pumped to finally hear 
our names in the under 18 Queensland 
team,” said Carl.

“Prior to finding out that we had both been 
accepted into the Queensland team, we at-
tended special training sessions, organised 
by our coach, where we competed against 
senior players to prove our ability and hone 
our skills.”

“It just goes to show if you dream big and 
work hard, you can achieve so many things.”

Bradley said that he is grateful for the sup-
port they continually receive from their family 
and the Enoggera Eagles Bowls Club.

“The energy and support we receive from our 
club is magnificent,” said Bradley.

“They are always there cheering us on at 
every event.”

In combination with managing school life and 
homework, both Carl and Bradley train two 
to three times a week and compete in one to 
two games each fortnight.

“Our typical training session looks like an 
actual game,” said Carl.

“We take training very seriously, so much 
so that we know each other’s form and also 
have a clear mind set on what we are work-
ing towards as a team.”

“It’s important that we prepare ourselves 
mentally and physically before a game.”

Carl and Bradley hope that they can one day 
achieve their dream of representing Australia 
internationally.  

Carl pictured left and Bradley right.
Flegler Brothers Named in 
QLD Bowls Team
Brothers, Carl (Year 12) and Bradley (Year 
11) have been named in the Queensland 
Bowls under 18 team to compete at the 
Queensland vs New South Wales under 18 
Test Series in July.

The Craigslea SHS students are no strang-
ers to hard work and perseverance, with 
countless hours spent training and playing 
competitively for the Enoggera Eagles Bowls 
Club over the past six years.

This semester has been particularly reward-
ing for our Arts program.

Craigslea Dance Company (CDC), coordi-
nated by Ms Jacinta de Bont, entered both 
the Sunshine Coast and Brisbane Dance 
Eisteddfods. These provided an excellent op-
portunity for students to display not only their 
technical ability but also their collaboration 
and teamwork.

(Sunshine Coast Eisteddfod: Contemporary 
4th place, Jazz 5th place, Hip Hop 2nd place. 
Brisbane Eisteddfod: Jazz - 5th place, Hip 
Hop 6th place and Judges’ Choice Award.)

The Vocal Program at Craigslea, coordinat-
ed by Mrs Jennifer Pedder, has experienced 
much success in the past couple of weeks.

On 24 May, our senior group, Melodia, 
competed at the Queensland Youth Music 
Awards, one of the state’s longest running 
school music competitions, which celebrates 
the participation of over 4000 young people 
in the music-making process. Melodia was 
awarded Gold in recognition of its dedication 
to music-making and an exceptional perfor-
mance.  

Also, Melodia and Choral (our choir for all 
ages) achieved Gold Awards at the Creative 
Generation Choral Fanfare.

On 4 June, a Music Recital was organised 
by Mrs Teresa Broomhall and Mrs Genevieve 
Milne. Students showcased their talents 
through singing, playing violin, ukulele and 
guitar.

‘Arts Spectacular’ is up next, taking place 
on 26 and 27 July. This production provides 
the school and community with an oppor-
tunity to view and be exposed to the many 
talented students from the Creative and 
Performing Arts. 

More details regarding how to book tickets 
will be on the Craigslea SHS website.

Sporting 
Highlights

Arts
Update
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