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Year 12 student Jack Moeser was awarded the school’s 
2018 Caltex Best All Rounder Award, one of Australia’s most 
prestigious secondary school prizes.

Jack joins a select group of secondary students from around 
Australia who have received a Caltex Best All Rounder Award for 
excellence in their studies, on the sports field and for their work in 
the community.

Principal Mark Farwell said Jack was a worthy recipient of the 
nationally recognised award.

“The award recognises Jack’s contribution across several 
disciplines, notably his exemplary and enthusiastic leadership in 
his role as School Captain, his participation in both school and 
community activities and his outstanding academic achievement 
including Academic Gold,” Mr Farwell said.

Jack said he couldn’t believe it when his name was called out.

“It was such an honour and an amazing feeling to know that my 
teachers thought so highly of me,” he said.

“Being School Captain has provided me with some terrific 
opportunities to meet amazing people and really challenge 
myself.”

Next year Jack plans to study a Bachelor of Engineering at 
Queensland University of Technology. He is also hoping to 
continue to pursue his passion for music and football.

Awards Night 2018
The School DUX & Principal’s Award 
Lara Humadi
The Caltex All Rounder Award 
Jack Moeser
Citizenship Award of the Year 
David Atiyas
Social Justice Award of the Year  
Briley Baldwin
Musical Excellence Junior 
Alesia Lam
Instrumental Music Rising Star Junior 
Raymond Lin
Instrumental Music Rising Star  
Amelia Lam
Musical Excellence Senior  
Adam McCluand
Instrumental Music Outstanding Dedication Senior 
Rubi Woolnough
Instrumental Music Rising Star Senior  
Declan Ryan
Cultural Award of the Year 
Rubi Woolnough
Visual Art Acquisition Bursary 
Blaire Abel
Junior Sportsperson of the Year 
Jessica Zonneveld
Senior Sportsperson of the Year 
Connor O’Neill
Exceptional Achievement in Sport 
Rebecca Jacobson
Richard Whitson Chaplaincy Award 
William Kerambrun
Keith Elcock Chaplaincy Award 
Justin Jones
Lions Encouragement Bursary 
Sophie Carter (Year 10)
Felicity Dryburgh (Year 11)
Kedron-Wavell Sub-Branch RSL Bursary  
Zachary Ravena (Year 10)
Joanna Lee (Year 11)
ADF Long Tan Leadership & Teamwork Award
Moni Sander - Year 10
Justin Jones - Year 12
School-Based Apprenticeship/Traineeship Award
Lucy Organ - Year 11
Evelyn McDermott - Year 12
Mr Sayyad Yunus Memorial Award for Persistence 
and Growth Mindset in Mathematics
Yunpeng Chang
Prize for Outstanding Academic Excellence in the Junior School
Aileen Alviso & Emily Ballinger
Rotary Bursary for Citizenship & Service Year 11
Adrian Malbasias
Rotary Bursary for Academic Excellence in Year 12  
Vanessa Jolly Gardens

Jack is an all rounder at school

On Wednesday 24 October 2018, we celebrated another big year of 
achievement at our annual Awards Night. Congratulations to the 
following students who received Special Awards.
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Welcome to the first edition of 
Craigslea Connect.

Craigslea Connect aims to inform our 
wider community of the outstanding 
achievements, events and activities of our 
school.

Last week we farewelled the seniors of 
2018 with their graduation and formal.  
These two events were very happy 
occasions where staff, parents and 
grandparents were able to celebrate the 
transformation of these students into 
fine young adults. Every Year 12 group 
is unique; however, the class of 2018 
has been special in many ways. This 
year’s seniors have shown outstanding 
leadership that has provided a focus for 
the whole student body.

This leadership was particularly evident 
when the captains established a goal to 
lift school spirit and, most importantly, 
they developed a strategy to make it 
happen. From Spirit Week activities to the 
development of a school chant and the 
adoption of the school’s mascot-Craig, 
the leaders and their supporters created 
momentum and enthusiasm.
 
Our vision for students at Craigslea 
SHS is that they become confident and 
active citizens in a global society.  Some 
Craigslea SHS graduates may travel to 
different parts of the world to live and work 
whilst others may stay close to home. 
Regardless of where we are, being a 
global citizen means embracing change 
and being part of diverse communities. To 
all the seniors of 2018, congratulations on 
your achievements.

2018 has been a year of many 
achievements and successes and in this 
edition of Craigslea Connect, we look back 
at some of our most notable moments and 
acknowledge the hard work of all involved. 

Students, staff and parents can all be 
proud of their contribution in building on 
the strong traditions of Craigslea SHS 
while also continuing to innovate, develop 
and create a strong future direction for the 
school. 

I hope you enjoy this brief insight into our 
school life and as the school year comes 
to a close, I’d like to wish everyone a safe 
and happy holiday over the festive season.

Mark Farwell
Principal

CVA Awards
Night 2018

Queensland Schools’ Constitutional 
Convention 

On Tuesday 11 October, four Year 11 Studies 
of Society students represented Craigslea 
SHS at the Queensland Schools’ Constitutional 
Convention at Parliament House. The purpose 
of the convention was to provide an opportunity 
for senior students to explore constitutional 
issues.  Students participated in a range of 
debates and activities. They explored the 
questions of dual citizenship and eligibility to 
be a federal member of parliament, as well as 
hearing from guest speakers and working with 
students from other schools. 

Joanna Lee ran as a National Conference 
delegate and presented an engaging speech 
on the topic to the 100 strong student group 
from south-east Queensland schools. We’re 
very pleased to announce that Joanna’s 
speech was so persuasive she was elected 
as one of five National Delegates from 
Queensland to attend the 23rd National 
Schools’ Constitutional Convention, being held 
at Old Parliament House in Canberra, 19 - 21 
March 2019.

ASEAN Youth Forum

On Tuesday 30 November, six students 
represented Cambodia as delegates at the 
Australian-ASEAN Youth Forum run by the Asia 
Education Foundation and the Queensland 
Government.

Students engaged cooperatively with other 
ASEAN nations in debating the global 
challenges of energy, nature conservation and 
the effects of climate change.

On Thursday 1 November 2018, the Craigslea 
Volleyball Academy held its annual Awards Night. 
This celebrates the successes of each team that 
competed at regional and state competitions 
throughout the year. 

The awards acknowledge the outstanding 
dedication, achievement and sportsmanship of 
certain individuals within each team through ‘Keen 
as Mustard’, ‘Moment’, ‘Coach’s Player’, and 
‘Players’ Player’ awards. 

An award is also given to the best Year 7, 8 and 9 
HPV male and female students who embody the 
four Ds of the program: dedication, determination, 
discipline and desire. 

The most notable award presented is the ‘Best 
Representative Player’ award and the ‘Randel 
Robertson’ award, which is presented to the Year 
12 student who is selfless in his actions in putting 
the needs of the team and the program first.

Congratulations to Connor O’Neill who was 
awarded both the ‘Best Representative Player’ 
and ‘Randel Robertson’ award, which caps off a 
stellar year of achievement.



News Update

Craigslea SHS Vocal Program

An exciting year of persistence, growth and 
confidence has emerged from the Craigslea Vocal 
Program of 2018. Chorale (our all-ages choir) 
was exposed to many performance opportunities 
this year, including Harmony Day, Anzac Day 
Ceremony and Remembrance Day Ceremony.  
Ending the year on a high at the Junior Striving 
for Excellence Awards assembly, the Chorale 
performed a beautiful rendition of Pie Jesu.

Melodia (Senior Vocal Group) attained a Gold 
Award from the recent Prestige Musicfest 
competition in Wynnum.  In addition to this, 
performed at Awards Night and the 2018 
Graduation. 

The vocal students have worked hard in their 
weekly lessons throughout the year, on skills 
such as posture, breathing and pronunciation.  
These lessons culminated in an end of year 
recital at Tartans Café where coffee and cake 
were prepared by the hospitality students. As 
well, the vocal group busked to raise money for 
charity during Spirit Week.This gave students the 
opportunity to showcase their talent and perform 
for the school community.

“The only thing better than singing, is more 
singing” - Ella Fitzgerald

Debating

2018 has been another fantastic year in debating. 
This year we entered four Year 7 teams, two Year 
8 teams, two Year 9 teams, one Year 10 team and 
two Year 11 teams into the Queensland Debating 
Union (QDU) competition. Both Year 9 teams 
made the final series and the Year 10 team had its 
best ever result.  

Our girls’ teams went one step further this year 
and competed in both the Brisbane Girls’ Debating 
Association competition and the Queensland 
Debating Union’s competition for girls. 

As usual, we hosted a number of year level 
competitions and we remain one of the premier 
venues on the north side. This year was also the 
first year we have had our own Craigslea SHS 
students involved in coaching junior teams and 
adjudicating QDU debates. 

This year our Year 9 teams attended the 
grand final. The adjudicator of the grand final 
commended Craigslea SHS on our progress over 
the last few years. Apparently, we are now the 
ones to watch!

Student Representative Council (SRC)

Craigslea SHS stood united to celebrate the 
eighth National Day of Action against Bullying and 
Violence (NDA). The National Day of Action is 
Australia’s key anti-bullying event for schools.

This year the SRC helped to organise many 
activities, including a Headspace and Benevolent 
pop-up booth. As well, the students spelled out 
‘No Way!’ on the school oval and created a pledge 
wall against bullying.

Such was Craigslea’s planning for the day that the 
event attracted TV presenter Tommy Little from 
Channel 10’s The Project and School Captain, 
Lara Humadi featured on the program.

Scuba Trip to Vanuatu 2018

Each year Craigslea SHS offers students many 
chances to have extraordinary adventures. 
The scuba trips have included diving on WWII 
shipwrecks and visiting the schools and villages 
of our Pacific neighbours. Staff and students have 
fundraised many thousands of dollars to purchase 
school supplies, sporting goods and support 
cyclone victims.  This year the destination was the 
island of Tanna which is a 45 minute flight south 
from Vanuatu’s capital, Port Vila. 

Tanna is most famous for having the world’s 
most accessible live volcano but Craigslea SHS 
students were also fortunate to be able to visit 
a “kustom” village and share a meal with people 
happy to let the 21st century pass them by, secure 
in their traditional way of life.

And of course, we went diving. Congratulations 
to those who completed their Open Water Scuba 
license and to our more experienced divers who 
were able to explore a new underwater world.

Dance Night 2018

It has been another big year in the dance 
department at Craigslea SHS with the new 
Australian Curriculum being implemented. 
The juniors have had opportunities to study a 
range of dance genres from contemporary to 
Bollywood and from the Charleston to rock and 
roll. 

Seniors have worked diligently on 
choreographic and written tasks and were 
challenged by a guest hip hop choreographer. 

Another successful year of Craigslea Dance 
Company has wrapped up with company 
members successfully competing at Brisbane 
Dance Eisteddfod and delivering workshops 
to local primary schools. The new intake of 
company members is currently working hard 
in rehearsals in preparation for next year’s 
competitions. 

Lastly, Craigslea SHS’s annual Dance Night 
was a huge success with over 300 people in 
attendance and over 18 group and individual 
performances. 

Snowies 2018

In August, 27 students and three teachers 
explored the best snowfields NSW has to offer. 
The overnight bus ride down ensured some 
quality bonding with UNO cards, UE Booms 
and karaoke in full swing. Before we knew it our 
pumped up squad was standing at the bottom 
of a mountain, boards under arms and skis over 
shoulders!

Amazing accommodation ensured that the crew 
were able to take on the elements and conditions 
day after day. The memories and the stories 
continued to grow.

Unfortunately, before we knew it the week was 
over and we boarded the bus a much more 
exhausted but no less lively bunch that sang 
pretty much the whole way back to Craigslea SHS 
(or at least from Tweed Heads). Then it hit us. We 
were almost home. Only one thing for it: strap in, 
start saving, get ready to do it all again next year. 
Bring on Snowies 2019!



Instrumental Music

Craigslea’s annual Music Showcase was 
staged in October and featured all our concert 
bands, choirs, string orchestras and stage 
bands. This year, the theme was the 80s 
and our students’ hard work for 2018 was 
celebrated in a party-like atmosphere.  

Our Music Captains hosted the night and our 
talented cohort of Year 12s were recognised 
for their superb efforts over many years. We 
are very grateful to our staff and students for 
all their efforts in making Showcase Night a 
highlight of 2018.

Another highpoint for 2018 was our Sydney 
Music Tour in July. The group of 71 toured 
for five days, gave public performances, 
workshopped with the Australian Navy Band 
and visited many of Sydney’s iconic tourist 
attractions. Our Concert Band and Big Band 
competed in the NSW School Band Festival 
at the Sydney Conservatorium and were both 
awarded gold for their brilliant performances. 

As always, our students were a joy to spend 
time with, and their conduct was applauded 
by all who observed the group. We are now 
looking forward to Hobart 2020! 

A Year 7 
Perspective

Natasha 
Jones
Year 7 Student

What was your first day at Craigslea 
SHS like?

I was scared at first as I didn’t know anyone, 
however, my first week at Craigslea SHS 
was very reassuring. Teachers and staff were 
extremely kind and supportive and the Buddy 
Leaders made sure we all knew where we 
were going.

How is high school different from 
primary school?

There are many ways that high school is 
different from primary school: high school 
is a lot bigger and it can take a little time 
to adjust; we have multiple subjects and 
teachers. I believe it’s helped me to step 
outside my comfort zone and create new 
friendships. I also think it gives more 
independence.

Are you a part of any co-curricular 
activities?

I am part of one of the Year 7 debating 
teams which is fun and allows you to expand 
your vocabulary and improve your public 
speaking.  I am also a part of the Creative 
Mathematics course which is an extra maths 
class that does a lot of problem solving to 
expand our skills. It is really fun to work in 
groups and help each other when trying to 
figure out problems.

What do you like most about 
Craigslea SHS?

The thing I like the most is the amazing 
school community we have. Craigslea SHS 
has lovely teachers and kind students and 
overall a great atmosphere.

Class of 2018

Creative Mathematics

This year we introduced the Creative Mathematics 
course for Years 7, 8 and 9 students. The course 
gives students the opportunity to explore different 
areas of mathematics. This year we focused 
on enumeration and next year we will focus on 
connections and structures. This means that 
students can participate multiple times through 
their junior schooling. 

Students investigated counting objects, 
permutations and combinations. They were 
introduced to Python to solve and investigate 
mathematical problems, as well asexploring 
problem solving techniques. Team work, 
communication and experimentation have been 
emphasized throughout the course.
 
STEM High Achievers Program

During Semester 1, three of our Year 9 students 
were selected along with 25 students from around 
the state to undertake four days of specialist 
STEM activities.

Students worked in a range of locations includ-
ing the Brisbane Urban Environmental Centre, 
SPARQ-ed (part of the Translational Research 
Institute in the grounds of the Princess Alexandra 
Hospital), Griffith University and the waters of 
Moreton Bay.

Introducing our 2019 School Captains 
(from left) Alavina Woodford and Joanna 
Lee and Vice Captains Adrian Malbasias 
and Alyson Gascoigne.
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